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Operational/GROOVY

Otto von BOLSCHWING. - Local Traces

• Se'e3.195V‘'DATE:

SUBJECT: GENERAL-

SPEC( FIC•

REF: DIR-18334

INFO: Vienna

• •	 .	 •	 1
1. C-2, USFA, and CIC, Salzburg, files were rechecked ow Subject with the 	 1

'following results: •	.	 '	 '	 ' (.,	 .,  IV •.:1' e *. •	 ' ).	 !
*-	 '0•41-1.4e-', • • 4 • • • t	 '.,

a. Informal file memo signed 4:- 	1 ' dated	 April 1948 . states	 !
that one Dr. BollschWing, alias Otto . MAIER, ia•working for(the-Waldmansr4113-7-

igroup)andis_in-oloee-contact-with-Graf -MERAN as well as -Ot er -U. S. riet.Percion
r---

alitles at the Hotels zum Mirschen andElefant.
.	 i

- b. CIC report dated 9 August,. "Dutch Claim #133. Investigation Report" 	 rk,

gives information on attempts to locate' Baron Otto von BOISCEIVING, alleged holder .
of the two item's (ids). •Apparently the.inVestigators attempted-to locate von
BolschWing at . Helbrunnerstrasse .  5 and Neutorstrasse 12, Salzburg, Without success.. .

1 ' ....(*.:4e. A pencilled note on this report .states that VOn Bolschwing is a-4a:B-eperati-ve7,-.- •
L.' d the Salzburg addresses were Itked . for purposes of IRO immigration.) .

L I D	 -Ti-v.P .. I	 -	 .•	
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	 .	 . c. • A note to the files, signed C .J, dated 8 March 1950 states that the
Austrian Police and Ministry of Interior are investigating Otto BolscInTing for
his SS and NSDAP affiliation. SS .Hauptsturmfuehrer, NSDAP Pg. 984,19... . Subject
is to become long range top Ainformaritc+ (., ' 9 ,-- c .s.-; - -%!...-',--,--1,:.....7.4- y.• A )

d. A TWX message from CIC Vienna to CIC Salzburg, dated 10 June 1949i
alleges that Subject Aryanized the PHARMACHEME firm.. Former owners have com-
plained to the Ministry. that they are having trouble recovering their property,:	 •
as Subject 'appears to be under.US . protection, possibly . CIC• Investigation is .

. i •	 requested into Subject/a background and. present activities and .former 'owners of!..
firm determined in order to answer informal inquiry from PSO here.. (Prestuited•
to be Public Safety Officer, Vienna) ..	 ' 

.	 .	 .	 ..	 .	 .	 ...	 .	 .,	 ...	 .	 ..	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 ..	 ..	 .	 .	 .
-	 e. A CIC file card on one iliu BolsChwing alleges that he uses the •

aliases . COLTER and GORIA.-...aged 40 in 1951, former $S Lieutonant. 	 •

• I. .. A 'MC msg. from CIC Salzbu.rg to CIC Vienna (apparently in reply to .
at d, above) . states that von 13olschwing unknown in Salzburg. :Gives SHA8Fmsg.
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.	 -
card trace and refers to OSS Austria report, dated 31 August 1945, Subject,
"Detailed Interrogation of Kapitaenleutenant JONETZ, Fritz" as containing •
considerable data on Subject and the PHARMACHENIE firm.

• g: An inforialnote, entitled "Translation of Informant's Notes", .,(7..Y"'
dated 10 Barth 1950; states that Otto Albrecht von Bolschwing (rIBoperatiie2
Altmuenater bei Gmunden NO. 130) subsequent to . WW I, _proceeded to the Near :
East where he .engaged in business Along with one fnu7H)RMAIN. It is believed
thiabusinesp-concerned construction materials anrZslocated . in Haifa, Pal.

oIt .is reported that in 1936 he acted as an SD agent. During 1937 he
was expelled from Palestine by British authorities, possibly on the basis of •
his intelligence activities for the German Government. Subsequent. to 1937 and
the beginning of WI./ II, Bolschwing was engaged by the SD and Abwehr as an .
agent in Greece, Rumania,. and }inland. During 1941 he was arrested by the SD
on undetermined charges and imprisoned in a Concentration Camp. .Released dur-
ing 19411942, he proceeded to "Vienna, where' he engaged in the direction of a 	 .
firm known as PHAWACHENIE, a medical supply establishment, which, 	 utilized
by the Abwehrstelle'in Vienna is 'a cover for its activities. At that time.
BolSchwing . functioned . soan agent of Section I-N4, of the Abwehrstelle, Vienna,
and fOr the Naval Intelligence Section of the same Headquarters. The SS
offiCerd list notee Bolschwing as having bearfappOinted'an SS Hauptsturmfuehret
on 30 Jima 1941. Subsequent, to the cessation of hostilities, BolschWingwas
denounced .by asource believed 'to be reliable, as a member of the notorious.
SD Sonderkommando "EichnatuBecent information stemming from a reliable
source within the Austrian.Police system indicates that 'the Austrian Ministry
of' Interior is attemptingto locate Bolschwing and charge him, under. Austrian
law, with failure to register as a member of the:NSDAP and 83.

h. An undated denunciation (#239), Eidesstattliche EXklaerung, 	 •
statea(in German), "I, Dieter Wisliceny; born 15 . JUly 1910 in Reguifkon, East
Prussia single, Evangelical, presently confined in Bratislava, swear, state
and declare under oath, concerning the members:of the Abt. IVa of the former'
SS Obersturmbahnftehrer AdolfEichmann: (There are listed 25 former members
of the SS, SA, and $D, including one von BolschWing, after whose name appears
the, following additional data.) . Otto Aibrechtvon BolschWing is from East
Pruseia a business min in the Near East sfter WWI. Owned a construction
- terials firm along with' a Wilhelm Mariar4BORMANN in Haifa,. Through fini
'DENSTE from 1936 on in contact with the 47 -"Faie.11ed from Palestine in 1937
by:the Britishile went-to..Berli0.- . Nere . he was . a collaborator of the. SD and.
AST. 'later for Amt VI in Rumania,'Greece,.and Holland. :Aere arrested and
placed . in•a concentration camp on HIMMLER's orders. .There some two years
until the Spring of 1944.- Last a resident of Vienna. Personal Description:
Since I last saw Bolschwing in 1938, I can only give an approximate.descrip-
tion„ 'About 45 years old, 'very alender, dark, formerly had i dark mustache.
Very intelligent, speaks several language's, definitely perfect English and •
French. BolschwingWas divorced from his wifsey (This sane document Contains
the following information Leopold Edler von).ffIDENSTEIN,' probably identinl
with the fun NIIDENSTEIN listed above: He was Austrian, from 1936 to 1937 'in
the SD: After a conflict with HEIDRICH separated from the SD. Later in the
Propaganda Ministry, , allegedly referent for the NiddleEast Press. Residence
and living conditions unknown to me in recent years.)"
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i, An OSS, Detachment A, report (Austria), c/o II Corps, Meg Ctr.
APO 19, US Army,. SCl/Unit A, Salzburg, LSX-48, dated 31 August 1945, was pre- -
pared from the detailed interrogation of KapitaenleutnantJONETZ, Fritz, I-M
(Sins Marine) officer, Abwehr, Stuttgart, Brest, Nantes, Vienna, dad - Salzburg.
(We presume this report is available to Headquarters.) The personality index
accompanying. this report lists Otto Albrecht von Bo/sawing, director. of
PHARMACHEMIE import And export company near Vienna. Lives in Vienna. About
1.85 an. '35 years old, blond bleached hair, blue eyes, thin face, thin body,
suffers from stomach disease. In 1942 arrested by SS without reason and re-.
leased after 7 months imprisonment. Since end of 1943 with I-M Abwehrstelle,
Vienna, working in connection with PHARMACHEM1E. On P. 21 of this report
JONETZ states' that he. was camthissioned to locate a cover firm for agent work.
Dr.JfaxnargU/ economic advisor with I-MAbwehrstelle, Vienna, got in 'touch
with August RUB, manager of the Vienna branch of the Frankfurter Handelabank,
wham h1êñi1lbd to aid in the scheme. RUB, in turn, finally contacted BOls-
chwing, the. directorof the Hamburg pharmaceutical firm PHARMACHEMIE. Bole-
chwing had been in the SS before and had been arrested by the Gestapo without
a47.reason. JONETZ intervened 'for him and finally had him released, thereby.
earning Bolachwingi s gratitude. A contract was drawn up between the Frankfurt
Ifazdelsbank and the firm, setting up a Vienna branch, which was to be the only
sales outlet for the parent firm in Hamburg. It was given the name of PHARMA,

-CHEMIE UMBELS A:G. JONETZ states that there was a secret clause which gave
.him the' right to employ and dispatch as salesmen as many agents within the
firm as he chew). Setting up this cover took a longtime and could not be
used tor agents in Turkey.. -It was valuable for agent work in Italy. In the
late Summer Of 1944 JONETZ reports that he pressured the PHARMACHEMIE firm
to setup i'branah-plant near Feldkirch on the Austrian side of the Austro/
Swiss border for the. purpose of agent work 'towards Switzerland. One Unterof-
fizier Fri:t.z..:STRENICERT was selected to work out of the Feldkirch branch,.
though i actuality he was head of the Swiss/Near East agent chain. Be.spent
some time in the area with v. 10 operator establishing his cover as Swiss .
representative of the firm. Ottokar von HAHN was the Italian "representative"
of the firni In May 1944, HARViiii-dibatched to Italy and returned in July'
the same year with orders for 8 million lire worth of chemicals,' plus proposals
for his future intelligence work and for recruiting of sub-agents. It was
planned to establish a depot of PHARMACHENIE somewhere behind the Italian'
front, which would have given HAHN an excellent base of 'operations; hafever,
the Imminence of defeat prevented this plan t s activation. The Feldkirch branch
never got into operation, though considerable material and some personnel were
dispatched there. shortly prior to the close of, hostilities.

j. One'other trace,.ia'which Baron Lou Bolschwing is described as a
West German Intelligence operative, was reported in EASW-1-andEASA-105.•

.2. .Subject has been debriefed and.ICFlitiERED . by botht
'and j	 3' on the .new information contained in the ,foregoing pare-
graphs The . resuIts of these 'sessions will be . pouched.seParately. There is,
in essence, no indication that he is engaging in deception on any of the
aforedited information." Except for minor variations, he voluntarily con-
firmed all checkable information in our possession.

24 September 1953
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